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Abstract

This paper examines the impact of European law on the development of policies and legislation in Albania, analyzing the challenges
and prospects of integration into the European Union. The process of Albania's accession to the EU is a long and complex journey
that requires compliance with European standards and the implementation of necessary reforms in various fields such as justice,
human rights, and the economy. The focus is on alignment with European standards, the role of institutions, and the importance of
reforms in key areas such as justice, human rights, and the economy. One of the main challenges is the establishment of stable and
effective institutions that can support the implementation of EU legislation. This includes strengthening the judicial system and
public administration, as well as addressing issues of corruption and organized crime. The significance of these reforms is essential
to ensure a favorable environment for economic development and to guarantee human rights. Additionally, the Berlin Process and
the Stabilization and Association Council are important mechanisms that help strengthen relations between Albania and the EU.
These initiatives promote regional cooperation and provide opportunities to address common issues such as migration and
economic development. This paper emphasizes that, to achieve successful integration into the EU, Albania must continue to
engage in deep and sustainable reforms, focusing on improving institutions and respecting European standards. Only in this way
can Albania hope for a successful future in the European Union.

Keywords: European law, integration, reforms, human rights, institutions

1. Introduction

Identify challenges and shortcomings in the implementation of laws and reforms;
Examine the European Commission's evaluation of Albania's progress toward fulfilling EU membership criteria.

2. European Commission Progress Report

Regarding the political character, the local elections held on May 14, 2023, were conducted peacefully. Observers
evaluated them as well-administered, competitive, and with the participation of key political actors. In March 2023,
amendments were approved that strengthened the consultative role of Parliament in the accession negotiation process.
Delays and politicization of appointments of the Ombudsman and the new Commissioner against Decriminalization
weaken these independent institutions.

Under the coordination of the Chief Negotiator and the newly reformed structures for negotiations with the EU,
Albanian institutions have mobilized considerable resources to engage in the screening process and to prepare for the
next steps of accession negotiations.

In the field of public administration, Albania remains moderately prepared, as new strategies are needed for public
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administration reform and public finance management reform. Efforts have also been made in the field of digitalization
related to public services, but equal access for citizens remains essential, and attention is required for digital security and
personal data protection, especially after the recent cyberattacks.

Finally, another very important area covered in this year's report is freedom of expression, where the Commission
notes no progress in this field regarding long-standing issues that have been concerning, especially regarding the
establishment of business, media, and political interests in this direction.

Most Albanians want their country to move closer to the EU. The EU Delegation will be here with you,
accompanying you on this journey.

2.1 The Role of the European Commission in the Accession Process

The European Commission plays a crucial role in evaluating Albania's progress toward EU membership. Through its
annual progress reports, the Commission provides a detailed assessment of the country's implementation of reforms and
fulfilment of the Copenhagen criteria. These reports serve as important benchmarks for both Albanian authorities and EU
institutions in monitoring the accession process.

The Commission's evaluations are based on various parameters, including political stability, economic
development, judicial reform, and the fight against corruption and organized crime.

The recommendations provided in these reports guide Albania's reform agenda and help prioritize actions needed
for advancing in the accession process.

3. Functioning of the Judiciary

Albania has a moderate level of preparation for the functioning of the judiciary. The implementation of justice reform has
continued, resulting in good progress. The efficiency of the judicial system and access to justice continue to be affected
by lengthy procedures, increased workload, and a large number of unresolved cases. Progress has been made in
addressing the issue of judicial vacancies with the swearing-in of new magistrates in 2023.

Albania must ensure the systematic initiation of criminal proceedings against judges and prosecutors. The case
management system and judicial treatment system need improvement to further increase efficiency and professionalism
across the sector. Positive actions have been taken to increase the importance of the continuous training program during
the reporting period. Some progress has been made in the case management system, especially with the establishment
of the working group for interaction and the adoption of the interaction framework that lays the foundations for the
operation of the system.

The judiciary in Albania plays an important role in implementing European Union (EU) standards and protecting
human rights. According to the analysis report, some key aspects of the functioning of the judiciary include:

= Administrative and Judicial Structures: Creating appropriate administrative and judicial structures is a

prerequisite for the effective implementation of EU legislation. This is essential for guaranteeing democracy
and human rights in the country.

= Strengthening Human Rights: The judiciary must reinforce the protection of human rights and ensure that

individuals have access to justice. This includes addressing issues related to organized crime and property
rights.

= Adaptation to EU Rules: Albania must apply EU rules and procedures by adapting its administrative

structures, including the judiciary, to meet the Copenhagen criteria.

= |dentified Priorities: The report identifies key priorities that must be addressed by Albania to measure its

progress toward EU membership, including strengthening judicial institutions.

The functioning of the judiciary is critical for meeting EU standards and guaranteeing human rights in Albania,
requiring an ongoing commitment to reforms and improvements.

3.1 Impact of Judicial Reform on the Accession Process
The judicial reform initiated in 2016 represents one of the most significant changes in Albania's legal system. This reform
has been a key condition for advancement in the EU accession process and has led to the establishment of new

institutions such as the Special Anti-Corruption Structure (SPAK) and the National Bureau of Investigation (BKH).
These reforms have had a direct impact on Albania's ability to meet the EU accession requirements. The vetting
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process, which evaluates judges and prosecutors based on their assets, professional competence, and integrity, has
resulted in significant changes in the composition of the judiciary. Many judges and prosecutors have been dismissed or
have resigned following evaluation.

4. Challenges in the Legal Field

Albania can be said to be somewhat prepared in the fight against corruption, where despite efforts, it remains a serious
area of concern. In general, corruption is widespread in areas of public and business life, and preventive measures
continue to have a limited impact. Challenges in the Legal Field Regarding Albania's EU Membership.
Albania's membership in the European Union (EU) faces several important challenges in the legal field. These
challenges include:
= Reforms in the Judicial System: One of the main challenges is strengthening the independence and
professionalism of the judicial system. Creating appropriate administrative and judicial structures is essential
for the effective implementation of EU legislation.
= Fight Against Organized Crime: Albania must strengthen legal mechanisms to combat organized crime and
guarantee property rights. This includes improving legislation and implementing it effectively.
= Protection of Human Rights: Another challenge is reinforcing the protection of human rights, ensuring that
individuals have access to justice and that their rights are respected in every case.
= Adaptation to EU Rules: Albania must apply EU rules and procedures, including adapting its legislation to
meet the Copenhagen criteria, which are essential for the accession process.
= Identification of Priorities: EU reports identify key priorities that Albania must address to measure its
progress toward membership, including strengthening legal and judicial institutions.
In conclusion, facing these challenges is necessary to ensure a successful EU membership process and to
guarantee a stable and effective legal system in Albania.

4.1 Legal Framework Related to Migration in Albania

The legal framework for migration in Albania is built on several key aspects that include:
= Migration Legislation: Albania has adopted a series of laws and policies that regulate migration, including the
law on asylum and the law on immigration. These laws aim to improve the management of migration flows and
protect the rights of migrants.
= |International Agreements: Albania is a party to several international agreements related to migration,
including the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Migrants and the Stabilization and Association
Agreements with the EU, which include clauses for migration management.
= Integration Policies: The Albanian government has developed policies for the integration of migrants,
including access to social services, education, and employment. These policies are important to ensure that
migrants integrate into society and contribute to economic development.
= Visa Liberalization: One of the important achievements in the legal framework for migration is the
liberalization of visas for Albanian citizens, which has facilitated free movement and increased opportunities
for legal migration.
In conclusion, the legal framework for migration in Albania is developing and requires continuous improvements to
meet international standards and better manage migration flows.

4.2 Economic Reforms and Market Competitiveness

Albania has made efforts to strengthen the internal market through reforms aimed at increasing competition and
transparency. This includes creating a favorable environment for businesses and investors, as well as improving the legal
infrastructure that regulates economic activities.

One of Albania's main priorities in the EU integration process is the fight against organized crime. This includes
strengthening legal and judicial institutions, as well as cooperating with international agencies to address this problem.
Albania is committed to improving its mechanisms to combat organized crime and protect property rights.

To achieve these goals, Albania must address various challenges, including improving the capacities of legal
institutions and increasing the efficiency of law enforcement. This is necessary to create a safe environment for investors
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and to protect citizens from criminal activities.
Efforts to strengthen the internal market and combat organized crime are closely linked to Albania's EU integration
process and require an ongoing commitment from the government and relevant institutions.

4.3 Progress Towards European Integration

Albania gained candidate country status for European Union membership in June 2014, after a long period of efforts and
reforms.

Albania has worked to fulfill the Copenhagen criteria, including strengthening democratic institutions, implementing
the law, and protecting human rights, during the period 2013-2023, participating in high-level meetings and reporting on
its progress in various areas such as the fight against corruption and organized crime. The Stabilization and Association
Agreements have played an important role in the integration process, offering a framework for economic and political
cooperation.

However, Albania continues to face various challenges, including the need for further reforms in the judicial system
and improving the business climate to increase investor confidence.

4.4 Progress of Albania's European Integration (2013-2023)

2013: Albania held successful parliamentary elections, which were evaluated as an important test for the functioning of
democratic institutions. The European Council welcomed the progress made by Albania in fulfilling the 12 key criteria.

2014: In June, the EU Council decided to grant candidate country status to Albania, recognizing the ongoing
progress in necessary reforms.

2016: The European Commission published the Report on Albania, emphasizing the need for improvements in the
fight against corruption and organized crime.

2018: The European Commission approved the strategy for a credible enlargement perspective, emphasizing the
EU's commitment to the Western Balkans and to Albania.

2021: Albania held the First Intergovernmental Conference, an important step in the accession negotiation
process.

2022: The European Commission presented the Report on Albania and the Enlargement Strategy, evaluating the
progress achieved and identifying remaining challenges.

2023: Albania successfully completed the screening process for six chapter clusters in Brussels, marking an
important step on its path toward integration.

4.5  Collective Perspective in the EU Integration Process

In the context of EU integration, the collective dimension of political and economic reforms gains particular importance.
Although reforms are implemented by individual institutions, they exist and are realized within a social and political
context. The accession process shows that successful integration requires a balanced approach between institutional
reforms and societal support.

Public support for EU integration in Albania remains consistently high, indicating a strong societal commitment to
the European perspective. This collective perspective brings to mind the concept of solidarity as an essential element of
the integration process. It invites state institutions and society not to see the EU accession as separate from community
development, but as part of a community where successful integration requires a shared responsibility.

In this sense, implementing reforms is not just an institutional issue, but a shared social project that requires
cooperation, understanding, and collective justice. This approach becomes evident in the implementation of judicial
reform, public administration reform, and the fight against corruption, where societal support is crucial for their success.

5. Conclusions
The process of EU membership is a national objective, aimed at democratizing and transforming Albanian society in
accordance with the values and principles of a United Europe. Albania's integration challenges are diverse and do not

necessarily only relate to the country's progress in consolidating democracy, rule of law, and market economy.
Integration perspectives are viewed in relation to many factors, such as issues of identity, economy, security, and

240



Interdisciplinary Journal of Research and Development

ISSN 2410-3411 (online) / ISSN 2313-058X (print) Vol 12 No 1§ 1/ June 2025

democratization at local, regional, and European levels.

The integration process is a complex process influenced by the EU's attitudes toward enlargement policy on one
hand, and by internal developments in Albania on the other. To be part of the European project, internal factors such as
political polarization, the existence of corruption phenomena that condition democracy, and a fragile economy are
significant.

Despite all the factors affecting the integration process, Albania continues to be one of the most pro-European
countries and considers EU integration as the only alternative for the country's future.

5.1 Recommendations

Based on the analysis conducted in this paper, several recommendations can be made to strengthen Albania's EU
accession process:

Strengthening the Rule of Law: Albania should continue to implement judicial reforms and ensure the
independence and efficiency of the judiciary.

Fighting Corruption and Organized Crime: Enhanced measures and institutional coordination are needed to
effectively combat corruption and organized crime.

Public Administration Reform: Further efforts should be made to create a professional, depoliticized public
administration that can effectively implement EU-related reforms.

Economic Reforms: Albania should focus on creating a more competitive market economy and improving the
business environment to attract foreign investment.

Political Consensus: A broader political consensus on EU-related reforms is essential for their successful
implementation and sustainability.

Civil Society Engagement: Greater involvement of civil society organizations in the accession process can
enhance transparency and public support for reforms.

These recommendations aim to address the key challenges identified in the paper and accelerate Albania's path
toward EU membership.
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